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2.5.8. The ELDC LDF classes Woodhall Spa as a Level 3 Service Village. This implies that Woodhall Spa is able to 
provide a range of facilities to meet its own needs and for some of the needs of smaller villages within its 
immediate sphere of influence.12 To fulfil its role as a service village Woodhall Spa is expected to provide at least 
one convenience store, a primary school, rural workshops and a range of premises for business use, a doctor and/or 
dentist, affordable housing to meet local needs and a range of community facilities. The LDF also places Woodhall 
Spa as a satellite to the ‘Coningsby-Tattershall’ town. This may help to limit housing development within the 
village, but conversely it could threaten our existing public services if rationalisation is deemed necessary or a 
choice of location has to be made. 
 

2.6. Character Assessment 
 
2.6.1. This narrative may have painted a rather negative picture of a village in continual decline since Edwardian 
times, but this far from the case. Visitors return to Woodhall Spa year after year; some of them having been coming 
since early childhood; their enjoyment apparently derived from the feeling that they have stepped back into the 
past and recaptured their childhood memories. Significant features of the Spa’s appeal are: its uniqueness, the spa 
heritage, its historical and fashionable links (especially with royalty), its resort ambience (which has its roots in 
people coming to take the waters), the attractiveness of the gardens (a garden village), the proliferation of trees 
(both those which line the roads and those in woodland settings) and the fact that it is an excellent base for touring 
the county. 
 
2.6.2. However, it also means that Woodhall Spa is a favourite retirement destination for people from all over the 
UK, and popular with the builders as they can demand high prices and still sell their properties. There is a 
significant mark up on property prices in the village over identical ones in other Lincolnshire villages. Developers 
invariably advertise their Woodhall Spa properties in the south east of England and as a consequence, the large 
number of dwellings built in the Spa over the past 15 years has not served a local or regional need13.  
 
The following chapters of the VDS will describe what makes Woodhall Spa what it is now (2010) and outlines how 
residents would like to see the village developing in the future. 
 
 
 

                                                            
12 ELDC - Core Strategy SP1 – A Sustainable Hierarchy of Places 
13 ELDC – Woodhall Spa Character Assessment (2002) 


